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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
7  “Your Security in the Midst of Tough Times”
Scripture:  Revelation 7:1-17
Theme:  “All believers who go through the tribulation are sealed by God and become the victorious saints who worship God.”       
Introduction:
The Church of Jesus Christ has been given a great commission by her Lord: “to go make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19-20) and to be Christ’s witnesses that Jesus is God’s only solution to man’s sin, suffering and death. (Acts 1:8).  Jesus said that His church is to be like ‘salt’ and  light in a dark; hostile, world. (Matt. 5:13-16)
In the book of Revelation we see what Jesus expects He will inspect.  He holds the church to be accountable as His light.  As times of persecution and tribulation confront her, Christ stands in the midst of His candlesticks to expose the weak areas, as well as exalt the faithful areas.  Jesus wants His body to be strong as the time approaches when history reaches its climax.        

The angel of the Lord takes the Apostle John into the very throne room of God to remind the church of who is in charge…The God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ sits as sovereign God on the throne. He will overcome.  But how will history come to its conclusion?…Who is qualified to make that happen?  Suddenly the scene shifts and focuses on One who is both a lion and a lamb.   Jesus, Son of God, our Savior, by virtue of His shed Blood, is revealed as Lord and King of all.   
Taking the scroll into His hands, Jesus reveals that He—and He alone is able to bring history to its God-intended conclusion.  To open the scroll, seven seals must be broken. Each of the six seals, as they are broken, paint a grim and graphic picture of conquerors, wars, famines, death and martyred believers. Then, as the sixth seal is broken, it reveals that  God’s final judgment will come on the temperal affairs of men as well as, as on those who reject Christ as God’s only solution for man’s sin.  
The seventh seal, opening the scroll, is then about to be broken.  The sixth chapter closes with a question: “Who will be able to stand before it?”  That question is answered in chapter 7. Only those whom God has sealed will be safely preserved from the outpouring of His divine wrath, even though they may suffer martyrdom.
I.  THE CHURCH MILITANT SEALED (7:1-8)

Before Jesus breaks open the seventh seal, that will to unleash God’s judgment on the earth, He calls for an interlude (a timeout) to specifically deal with God’s people who will go through this time of great tribulation.
1     How are the four angels described in vs. 1?  What does the “four corners of the earth” say about vastness of the coming judgment?  What is the significance of preventing the winds to blow?          (Jer. 4:11-12; 18;17; 49:32)
2     What was the assignment given to the fifth angel?  7:2-3      

·    Who are to be sealed by the angel?  7:2,4; 14:1
·     What does it mean to be sealed by the living God?  Gen. 4:15; Ezek. 9:4-6;       Eph. 1:13-14; John 10:27; Rom. 8:37-39; Rev. 9:4; 22:4

3      What was the number of the sealed?  Is the significance of the number in what it represents or in its literal statistical accuracy?
4     Who does the 144,000 represent?  Review the two perspective, then answer the remaining questions, before answering question 4.        
a) View One :  This view interprets the 144,000 as a literal accurate number of Jewish people in fulfillment of God’s promise in Rom. 11:11-25 “that all Israel will be saved.”  “All Israel” must refer to an entire generation of living Jews representing all the tribes of Israel.  They will experience a nationwide salvation which will result in overwhelming conversions of people from all nations as depicted in 7:9.  Therefore, the 144,000 represent literal Jews who become Christians, who spread the gospel.
b) View Two:  This view interprets the number (144,000) as a symbolic representation of spiritual Israel—the church.  Nowhere in the Book of Revelation does it say that the Gentile church is raptured into heaven or that God’s people are divided into Jew and Gentile. (Eph. 2: 13-22).  In addressing the church of Philadelphia, Jesus referred to a “synagogue of Satan” made up of Jews of Hebrew heritage but are not true Jews.  This reflects the fact that there is a spiritual Israel whom Paul called a “remnant” (Rom.9:27; 11:5). Who then is the true Jew?  Revelation supports what Paul spells it out in Gal. 3:28-29.  The irregularities in the list of Israel’s tribes are a further proof that John refers to the 144,000 as twelve tribes of Israel, not as literal Israel, but the true, spiritual Israel, the church. (Gal. 6:16; Mat. 19:28; I Peter 2:9)
· Carefully compare the list of tribes in Rev. 7 with Gen. 49.  Which tribes are eliminated?  Who are added?  Why was Levi later excluded as a tribe with land?  What happened to the 10 tribes of Israel?

· What does the number 144,000 represent?  Who are the 12 in the Old Testament?  Who are the 12 in the New Testament? Rev. 21: 12, 14 What does 10 represent?  What does it mean if 10 is cubed?
II. THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT SECURE  (7:9-19)
In these verses 9-19 the church is pictured a second time from an entirely different perspective.  The 144,000, a number that is heard, represents the church militant standing on the threshold of the tribulation but who are  sealed by God.  The great multitude who are now seen after the tribulation is over,  are the saved and secure believers from the whole world who are now in the kingdom of God.
1      Compare 7:4 with 7:9.  How are John’s actions different in 7:4 compared to 7:9?  What does this tell you?   
2     How is this great multitude described and what are they doing, wearing andcarrying ?     7:9-10 

·      What is the significance of the white robes and the palm branches?

·      What does all this say about God’s Kingdom?
3.     What do the multitude of people cry out,  and how do the angels, elders and the four living creatures respond?  7:10-12
4     What qualifies this white-robed crowd to stand before God?  7:14

·      Does coming out of the tribulation mean that these victors were all martyred?

5     What blessings await those who endure and are martyred during the great tribulation?  7:16-17

·      How does this chapter give hope and encouragement to persecuted Christians?

6     What has been your greatest tribulation or persecution?  How difficult does this seem next to that faced by the people of John’s day?

7     As you picture the majesty of God on His throne as seen in this passage, how does this encourage your to be strong?

8     On a scale of 1-10 ( with one being terrible) how would you rate the quality and consistency of your personal prayer life of praise and worship to God?
APPLICATION:

1 How can you know that you are “sealed by the living God?’  What does that mean to you?
2 What are some specific ways that you can help a non-Christian become part of the “great multitude?”
